Genesis 7:13-24 Friday 28/6/13

Prayers

To God

Pray out loud, if possible, shout out your praises to God! Look for opportunities within
your day to tell the Lord God that you love Him, as loudly as possible!

For myself

Weekly theme: Pray for joy

Hallelujah! You have turned my life around again, Lord Jesus Christ! From the
utmost depths of despair You have dragged my soul, and | am worn by the
experiences of my wayward life; yet by Your great and glorious mercies You have
rescued me, and | praise Your glorious Name! AMEN

For others

Pray in earnest for the children of the world; pray for those who have to work in order for
their families to live. Pray that the immense injustices that exist between rich and poor
are exposed and torn down so that all may receive the benefits of the ample food
produced on this planet for everyone.

Meditation

| can often see the marks of faith in others;
The evidence of our God in the human soul.

A smile on the face of someone who suffers
Who has lost a loved one to the heart of God.

A truthful word not spoken with earthly power
But by the Holy Spirit, going straight to the heart.

An offered helping hand, surprisingly timely,
Helping in whatever way, and at whatever cost.

A life lived through trials, but ascending, surely,
Not prey to Satan’s downward spiral of despair.

A heart, a soul in tune with God and with others;
Known by people as a man or woman of God.
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| sometimes see the marks of faith in others;
The witness of the saints who enrich my soul.

Bible Passage
Genesis 7:13-24

13 On that exact same day Noah entered the Ark with his sons, Shem and Ham and
Japheth, and Noah's wife and the three wives of his sons, 14 they had with them
every species of wild animal, and each species of domestic animals and ground
creatures, and each species of bird, everything that flies or has wings. 1° Pairs of
every kind of creature with the breath of life in them went into the ark with Noah.
16 Those that entered were male and female of every kind, and they came just as
God had commanded Noah. Then God shut him in.

17 The flood kept coming on the earth for forty days. The waters rose and lifted the
Ark, and it floated up above the earth; 18 and the waters increased and swelled high
over the earth, and the Ark drifted on top of the waters. 1° The waters rose
extremely high over the earth so that all the high mountains under the entire
heavens were covered; 29 and reached their peak fifteen cubits above the mountain
tops. 2! And everything that moved on the earth; birds, domestic animals, wild
animals, all creatures on the ground, and all human beings, they all perished. 22
Everything on dry land that breathed, died.

23 God wiped out everything that existed on the earth; people and animals and
creatures and birds of the air; they were obliterated from the earth. Only Noah was
left, and those that were with him in the Ark. 24 The waters covered the earth for
one hundred fifty days.

Review

As soon as we read this part of the story of the Flood, we begin to realise that we have read
this before. Yesterday we read that God told Noah and his family to enter the Ark (7:1 and
7:6,7) and here, the instruction is repeated (7:13). The animals entered the ark (7:2-5), and
they do so again, it seems, here (7:14f.) but the instructions are slightly different. Clearly, we
are being told different things about the story of the Flood, perhaps about God'’s direction and
control of events, but the arrangement of the whole story seems odd to us.

If you have followed this series of studies, you will know that from time to time | point out that
a story has a structure called ‘chiastic’. It may be that different elements of the story have
come from various ancient roots, perhaps stories told in different tribes or parts of Israel, but
at some point, it was all written down in this form. The structure outlined below may be
unfamiliar to us, but because of the way that it builds up to a climax and then unravels, it is
highly memorable and designed for times when such great events were celebrated in the
telling rather than the recording of them.

A typical scholarly analysis of this is found in Wenham’s ‘Word’ Biblical Commentary (Nelson
1985) and is easily seen when presented in the manner below:

Transition and Introduction (6:9-10)
A Violence in Creation (6:11-12)
B First divine speech: the resolve to destroy (6:13-22)
C Second divine speech: ‘enter the Ark’ (7:1-10)
D Beginning of the Flood (7:11-16)
E The rising of the Flood (7:17-24)
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God remembered Noah (8:1)
E* The receding Flood (8:1-5)
D* Drying of the earth (8:6-14)
C* Third divine speech: ‘leave the Ark’ (8:15-19)
B* God’s resolve to preserve order (8:20-22)
A* Fourth divine speech: the Covenant (9:1-17)
Transitional conclusion (9:18-19)

A number of things arise directly from this analysis. Firstly, the repetition we see suggests
that God is in control of a sequence of events which achieves His goal of saving His
Creation, and this is indicated largely in His speeches. Secondly, at the heart of the story are
the words ‘God remembered Noah’ (Gen 8:1). This is part of tomorrow’s reading, but we can
see here that these words express the heart of God to save His people, as they do in many
parts of the Old Testament (see Ex 2:24 where God remembers His people Israel under the
cruelty of the Egyptian Pharaohs.

Finally, this structure illustrates something to which we will return when we reach the end of
the story of the Flood. Chiastic stories characteristically end where they began. In this case,
the story began with the wickedness of people. At the end of the story, however, a series of
speeches of God tells us that people have not changed, and the sons of Noah are hardly
better than those who were not saved (see 8:21, 9:18ff). Salvation has come, for Noah and
the ancient world, at the cost of the Flood; but sins remains and will only be defeated finally
at the cost of a great deal more!

We can see some of this within the passage we have read today. For example, God saved
Noah by shutting him in (7:16) to the ark for protection; God closed the door, not Noah! He
was enclosed with a selection of all living things whilst the world below perished in sin, but
being in the ark was an expression of faith, because Noah did not control it. The Ark was in
God’s control and it had no steering or power, and no windows for anyone to see what was
happening around. The opening (6:16) was in the roof only, perhaps a skylight. Those inside
were at the mercy of God for salvation, and those in the Flood below (7:22f.) were at God’s
mercy for judgement. God’s work here was black and white; life or death; salvation or
annihilation . No wonder the Church of God has been likened traditionally to an ‘Ark of
Salvation’!

Everywhere today, the church too often presents itself as a ship of many colours, as if
salvation was like the rainbow at the end of the story of the Flood instead of the ark. In this
way, it tries to appeal to different cultures, instead of starting at the beginning of the story and
directing people into the Ark of salvation through Jesus Christ. The traditional Biblical image
of the Ark is the only place to start for God’s salvation, for it points us to the absolute
decisions we have to make before God who is our Maker. The rainbow at the end of the
Flood story tells us about the character of God, not salvation or the mission of the church.

Discipleship
Application

Dealing with endemic sin

We might think of the Flood as a natural disaster and be concerned about the killing of
innocents; but we mistake our times with those of pre-ancient people for which we have little
knowledge except the Bible and other obscure ancient texts. The Bible has been at pains to
explain to us that there are, however, no innocents. Endemic sin requires radical means, but
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why should we presume to judge God until we have read to the end of the story? Are we not
used to stories that do not say everything ‘till the end? At the end of the Flood story we will
understand all that God is doing in it and part of this will be God’s promise that He will never
again destroy all peoples. It must also be said that now, God’s real plan is always to provide
a way of salvation from sins, through His Son Jesus Christ.

God'’s concern for the details

It is worth remembering another treasure from this passage of scripture. The exact lists used
repeatedly to identify ‘who comes into the Ark’ are a reminder to us of something which it is
easy for us to loose sight of today. God is concerned about details. He is concerned about
who has repented and who has not; who has received His Gift of Eternal Life, and who has
not; who publicly counts themselves as a disciple or a member of a Church, and who avoids
such matters; who is longing to hear the Gospel, and who is not telling. | could go on, and so
could you. There is a dangerous habit amongst Christians today to be content with being
inexact about church membership, gifts of the spirit, baptism or ‘confirmation’, mission,
witness, worship and a host of other things. In this intellectual vacuum, Satan happily
supports the fanciful ideas about Christian faith to which some hold; he does not have to
plant them, for we sinfully generate them. The touchstone of Faith is the Ark of Salvation.
Are you on board and is God in total control; Yes, or No?

Studying apparently well known Scriptures

The study today indicates a number of challenges for faith and discipleship. | suggest this
because we often think we know a passage of scripture when really, we do not. Any
implication that we already know everything there is to know about a text is always
dangerous! The challenge of today’s passage is perhaps to go back to look again at famous
texts such as this and try sincerely to look into them with fresh eyes to see what God is
saying to us. | do suggest this is done with a book of reference to one side, because these
books can help us begin to see interesting things within the text even if we profoundly
disagree with some of the conclusions drawn by particular authors.

Ideas for what to do

. There may well be difficult things happening in your life, and it become hard to obtain
a focus on what God is doing to lead you through; like the story today which seems
lost in detail until we see the wider picture. Ask the Lord to help you see the wider
picture of your own life’s story.

: Pray for those who find it impossible to obtain any real understanding of what is
happening to them. Pray for people you know who avoid asking the deeper
questions of life because they fear the answers. Pray for the Lord’s wisdom

Questions (for use in groups)

1. How would people categorise life forms to be saved in the event of a flood today, and
how and why would this be different from scripture?

2. What do the numbers mentioned in this text indicate to us about the story?

3. Is the Ark a helpful or unhelpful image of the Church today? List out the positives
and the negatives.
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Final Prayer

Lord God, You have seen and heard Your people commit, struggle and confess their sins for
centuries; come rushing through us now like a torrent of water, and by the power of Your Holy
Spirit cleanse us, and make us victorious over all the powers of evil. Thank You Lord God:

AMEN
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