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Other Prayer Suggestions
Weekly Theme: Christ and Culture

those who heard Him to pay attention and understand what was b
if what He said was of truly great importance. Then finally,
something which He did nowhere else in His ministry, which was t
and deeds as an example of the true ‘uncleanness’ of the human

Give thanks to God for those cultures which reflect a true Christian heritageoRi@ntat thase Wilaight from a letter of St Paul rather than the
not be overcome by the strong pressures of secularism within the world. Peaysglfe thadiieietitells us that this passage is indeed very impor

revival, the Gospel will powerfully change cultures even in today’s sciwg{& Wélqngsé? tlg'n%tember that this passage does indeed follow

people might come to accept that God is indeed to be found within the worlg,n

Meditation
The routine of our lives continues day by day,
But nothing is routine to Almighty God.

He waits at the bedside of those who are dying;
And He is present at the miracle of birth.

He stands by the shy child in the playground;
And He challenges the arrogant bully in his heart.

He applauds those who have found success
And He stands by those who think they have failed.

He watches the heart of a caring mother;
And He moves the heart of a father to love.

He reveals Himself in the glories of creation

And He opens up nature to the discipline of science.

There is no part of life in which He is not involved,
But it is for us to grasp the meaning of His presence

Bible Study - Mark 7:14-23

Stgfa?.mfﬁ ese verses, Jesus had brushed aside the Pharisaic
people had to obey countless traditional ‘rules’ before they could
the worship of their God (7:1-8). In addition, Jesus exposed how ¢
Jerusalem were from the real lives of those they were supposed
this, our passage today is indeed the climax of Jesus’ challenge f
who were watching and listening to what He said (see 7:1), at lea:
the crowds (7:14-16). They heard Him say that it was what peopl
consequently did that could separate them from God (make the
observance of rituals, even ones from Scripture (as were all the |
This is something that Christians today are quite used to, for the
preached that although Scripture tells us what sin is and we must n
through Jesus Christ, and those who have faith in Him will be sa
sounded startling to people in Jesus’ day to hear it said that the
were not the basis of what was acceptable to God, when this had bt
Although what Jesus said sounds obvious to us now, in this p
whole swathes of the Old Testament with a few words, and this
bemused. We, too, are left wondering how we can properly honou
Old Testament ‘Laws’ and the Gospel of Jesus Christ, because Ma
sections of the Old Testament. The clue, however, is in Jesus’
‘heart’ of a man or woman (7:21), for when all else is considered,

14 Then He called the crowd to Him again and said to them, 'Listeretationshiphvidi God must be embedded in our ‘hearts’.

you, and understand ° that there is nothing outside of a person which by going
inside of him will make him “unclean”. However, it is what comesIQL(J?t o%r [ee)
which makes him “unclean”! 1 (Let anyone with ears to hear, list g e%ﬁ(giﬁ
arrived home and away from the crowds, His disciples asked Him thes v D
parable. 18 He said to them, ‘Why are you so senseless? Don't yoqéérlljg%raqgaéﬁﬁ &
whatever goes into a person from the outside has no power to m ]
19 pecause it does not go into the heart but the stomach, and is
sewer (in this way, Jesus declared all foods 'clean’). ?° He continuedf.. #ze

out of a person make him ‘unclean’, % for evil thoughts come fro 4 SWR’ .

from their hearts; sexual immorality, theft, murder, 22 adultery, GrEee S
deceit, vice, jealousy, blasphemy, arrogance and foolishness. 2
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Going Deeper

'?e all this further, we will have to be very careful

§ interesting sections which appear to be the ec

ﬁtition of a number of statements and themes. |
@RNay that Mark reported it, we will eventually finc

”
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%@a’?' Oal#?nc%jia %on ‘unclean’?
p,% S AR scribes had initially challenged Jesus about the
h &

. rom their point of view, if the laws of ritual cle:
S ekplanation of this is 7:3), then Judaism itself v

on
j‘jﬁf@le‘%{ Ed%?? norance and malpractice, The whole of Jesus
ResptEMln ’61§$mssage today was His way of saying ‘nonsen



then Jesus was happy to leave them to one side as part of the record of |satielapiast jouerplaiof how we may understand the entire passage
faith, but not a detail of truth which had to be obeyed in the Kingdom of Goghat Jesus was revealing about Himself and God within His ministi

Uncleanness and Jesus’ healing ministry Application

This is exemplified by what had happened in Jesus’ own healing ministiy daeMasksnaspelthere is a constant danger amongst God’s |
Most (thought not quite all) of the people Jesus had healed or delivereghdetiedemonsiedtedrules which we think will protect what we

been ritually unclean. The leper was ritually unclean (1:40-45), ‘Legion’ wp@itaifibhynsiens Christian church have formal statements of ¢
for apart from having demons, he lived amongst dead bodies in the tombsr&jdrdéd, Hicayesmial, but are sometimes regarded somewhat lig|
with a haemorrhage was unclean because of her blood (5:24-34), and the:higreadyaifdigisedoton history of doctrines, agreements and rules, &
life was unclean because she was dead (5:35-43)! Why did these healings .@@m%muﬁ fsandbe becomes ever more complex. My wife and | v
many Jesus did and therefore come to be recorded in Mark's Gospel?chiir¢hay hah be€Nmarried, and we had to travel an amazing
because for Jesus, they illustrated how impossible it was for people in negshigatioeiBFoMti@ could finally get married, and then, only bec:
Judaism, so He came to their help. The crowds who came for healing wasgideshmenydgdétavho helped us understand the meaning of the
many others in a similar plight; they did not think of going to their local syriggrgierarthealingstian Church should not be a ‘free-for-all’ of peop
they could not go there because they were unclean! Religion base&@iis|pwspel RWiBigree that Jesus is their Saviour and will come
therefore, prevented people being healed! This was why Jesus did away @b $hgifnt67t&hatat God is the Creator and is revealed both in H
spoke so strongly about the irrelevance of laws of purity in this passagst elde Wass@itial to our faith? You may spot one or two things
discussion about religious niceties. People’s lives were at stake! my brief list, but if you consider the doctrinal claims of most churct
We must also remember that Jesus’ freedom to interpret the Old Testameetdrevrsdantyés efayreating too many ‘rules of cleanliness’?

makes it possible for Christians to practice their faith without circumcision, @ithogtdheigtaHabiers that we follow Him and do His will with com
of cattle and goats when worshipping, and without ritual offerings of emgqyagip{g diiheirQiddition, you may agree, or at least consider, tr
Testament does reveal vital truths about the heart of God, but it also tells HgeabapbioMoRESIM&hurches are defined and operate, then we opt
of ancient times worshipped the Lord before Jesus clarified things, emb@@i@@wgr@ﬁd/vgﬁmgbtjghts' which Jesus Himself identified as indica
about God, and died to save us. We should also remember that what we hgwe:saittkedndsyedkceit, jealousy, foolishness, greed etc.’ Sadly,
similar to what the Old Testament prophets said, speaking centuries aftefHbseliahwas @¥eaf my ministry as people have selfishly protecte:
and centuries before Christ. We have already seen in Mark's Gospel @nsttafey@f thédllchdeches to which they belong, or attempted to clai
throughout my notes on Matthew) that Jesus frequently quoted the prophetsanghes24nlaEN@mpted them to belong to the structures of the
how to interpret the Old Testament. the real ‘Body of Christ’. Our churches today need to be purged of s

The text . .
There is a degree of urgency in the way Jesus called the crowd and said to the ur%gtﬁﬁéoolms%e( f(;qr use in groups)

a person which by going inside of him will make him “unclean” ... what comes out of a p&t&infaggudy notes on this passage, would you consid
him “unclean’.’ (7:15). Jesus began with a call for understanding; ‘Listen ...’ just as IBWiehitotRe close to the Jew’s rules of ‘cleanliness’.
parable of the sower (4:3). This was important, and perhaps Jesus was attemptidg toAditpaiphttvahat we eat does not make us unclean before
the ritual rules of the Pharisees and a slavish interpretation of the Old Testamerfthaukl ahafaith take account of this?

prevented people from receiving the healing mercy of God. Nevertheless, Jesus Bad amaRbligaiinmf sins which are common in the life of the chu
to teach His own disciples, and it was they who came to Him asking for help to r],derstani what was

a mystery to them, but seems obvious to Jesus and to us who read this with hirﬁsligﬁlp eship

Jesus was undoubtedly sharp to the disciples in saying ‘why are you so sensglessah Berhafimteynake rules for ourselves by which we determi

did not expect the highly literal and obvious interpretation of Jesus’ words, precigiinbeaaueg bisd and the church. Think of the phrase ‘I will n
would mean that the entire system of religious obligations into which theyhagdtegritdahisatsivn and fill in the blank space as many times



