’ ! ’ DOOK recoraea 1or iark o:su-44! NOw It may well pe tnat our iImmea

i to wonder whether the story has anything more to teach us than w

Other Pray er St_lggestlons should at least investigate the matter. Jesus Himself thought ther
Weekly Theme: The Bible and the Church . ‘ _ between the two miracles as we can see from later on in the Gos
Pray today about the way that the Bible is taught to children, particularly in s31Rdad SeiRedhsAdidciples to discern the difference between the tw
in other sessions or workshops for children and young people. Pray foridhess wa® JesdstBigected His disciples to know the difference, the
teaching and for those who write the material which is used. Pray that taesherbuileliass thigd if it is not obvious to us, then we have some v

work to inspire a love of His Word in the hearts and minds of children and yeug #REBlShe of the most ancient of records of Christian comme

: : century AD) comes the suggestion that the feeding of the five tho
Mec_lltatlon . of the Lord towards Jewish people, and the feeding of the four th
What is the truth behind Your love, O Lord? mercies to the Gentiles. Both stories describe the open-heartec
A love which made the world and chose a people, needy people despite the circumstances of their impoverishment, |
Led a broken nation through the desert, for Jews and Gentiles, and so he recorded both incidents, eacl
Spoke through the lives of people good and great, which related to the people who were present. For example, the
And wept and bled when all seemed lost because of sin; five thousand), and at the end, the twelve baskets full of leftovers
Then triumphed in a plan of unsurpassed beauty, of God’s new lIsrael. However, the second crowd came fror
Sending Jesus to our world to save the lost, thousand), and the baskets numbered seven, where seven was co
Your Son, who took the world’s rejection on the Cross, ‘completeness’; in this case, what remained was enough for the wh

That good might conquer death and show itself the victor:
A love that rose from death in triumph, showing all the world
That its best and only hope is in its Saviour!

There are other significant features of the stories which all point in tt
study these later on. Through them, Mark tells us that Jesus min
alike, despite His professed call to the Jews (Matt 10:6). In addition

It is a love that only finds a home in you and me, 8 shows that around each miracle there is a pattern of similar storie

Because our past and present make us ever lost us about the message of Mark’s Gospel (see below). What is hag

Unless we place our future’s hope in Him Mark is coming to a crucial climax prior to Jesus’ entry into Jet

Who longs, in love, to be at home in us. discover in the next few days what this is. The true significance of 1
. four thousand is that it alerts us to the structure of Mark's Gospel w

Bible StUdy - Mark 8:1-10 the death and resurrection of our Lord. Yes, it is important!

1 In those days, a great crowd had gathered yet again without anything to eat, so Going Deeper

He gathered his disciples a{'ound and said to them, 2 I feel deepl _réhﬁré’éomﬂpb?r of things which we must now do in order to

because they have been with me now three days and have had ne; @t thd 'dktails of the feedings of the five and four thou
send them away to their homes hungry, they will collapse with expausEgsha, 166k at the structure of stories around the two feedir
way because some of them have come a long distance.”” His disciglesepifedheddfiif of the four thousand certainly helps us unders

can anyone find enough bread to feed all these people here in thigg ,t;ﬁg G23ding of the five thousand and the four thous
°> So Jesus asked them, 'How many loaves do you have?’ They sai%; ti?’ﬁee g{)s’e@‘é o’f gur passalg‘;,e Ma:( places the wordu‘againl‘l

directed the crowd to sit down on the ground. Then He took the sgyci \ #t%ﬁfi) the story. He seems to be saying to us, ‘p
having given thanks, he broke them and gave them to his discipleJ%iL Neil¥an ées ond time.” The beginning of our passage (8’:1f.
the people; and they gave them out to the crowd. ” They had a feWeS@aiLf! 1/18:30-35). On the earlier occasion, the crowd
after He blessed them, He instructed that these should be distribifigesiesv48/they@&8light to find a place to spend some time togeth
the crowd ate and were satisfied. The disciples picked up the brokgndye efround the Jewish towns alongside Lake Galilee. Je
over, amounting to seven baskets full. ° There were about four thg p@ep/avere like sheep without a shepherd’; a typically
and He sent them on their way. 10 Straight away after this, he gobpé&vinetteh@atstament times, desperately seeking their true lead

aiibba Liima Aia~ia Iam mmnAd vivmimdb b b cAamiaum Af NAlia ik




nappen, but we can well unaersiana tnat boa was wWOrking by IS SPINT VWIHN INESCWEeIAls gy vy ouiiiv pivdiiny  1inavive, 1 vuiiv
help people understand their deeper meaning. What Mark presents to us fPerRifieaiheahaubelis coming death and resurrection (see 8:31f., 9:
do have meaning. In the first story (6:38), five loaves stand for the five hookseall Bads tynles of stories in this way, they give us a clear n
which defined the Jewish people; this was the Pentateuch (GenesisJeBusdumyrid shitmes] God’'s love for Jew and Gentile which prov
Numbers and Deuteronomy); and in the second story, our passage has séfeedilogives;aeids there physical signs of spiritual realities. Seconc
number seven being commonly recognised as representing ‘wholeness’; nrovkisodaseg thilstheessage to all people everywhere and thirdly, J
world’, i.e. Gentiles. The New Testament has numerous occasions wheeottimntimbéhesenaigious authorities who had corrupted the t
and its derivatives are used in this way. The number of nations in theonttoolersyondtiwabe Pharisees’ above). Next, Jesus cons
considered to be ‘seventy’; then in Acts 6:3, the apostles appointed seven diseeomsémipak tifeeGentile woman (7:24-30), and the disciples (
the growing needs of the church, largely because of the needs of Gesdilghividawimigtatleealing and deliverance to the people He met v
‘Hellenist’ widows in Acts 6:1f.); also, the number of Gentile churches who net¢aledrausivétetiansiate all this into a conclusive and strong mes
from God in the book of Revelation was seven (Rev 1:4,11). Application

One other difference is usually mentioned as significant, and this is the wqr &q ﬁg }icﬁ(tm

In the first story, an apparently distinctive Jewish word for ‘basket is used of our study today has challenged us to thi

Ssus knew was smaller than the world we nov

to a bag used by beggars for collecting whatever scraps they could find (

which the word ‘coffin’ is derived!). However, the word for basket is dlffer lk'% "E)yrgjgtlabréngnaga(z’oesdpler: égits\t’;?i ;?:tR/elt; anl(;?ge
four thousand, being a common Greek (Gentile) word for a wicker ‘fish- b F€Lchurch at local level as well as the structur
8:8). Some people feel that this explains the somewhat casual |nclu3|on ef (1: al churches as well as Christian organisatior
verse 7; possibly, these were left over fish supplies brought by the peopl f Sus authorities of His own day, God’s people
managed to find. They were small and insignificant to the people who ha gs religiosity which the devil will use amongs
miraculously made enough out of them to feed the whole crowd, along Wlthr ,ﬂ f our mission. This does not mean that we must be ‘ac

If the differences between the two stories are significant, then those thlngsbmgthgfe foster the gift of discernment so that we Know -
will also tell us something. Jesus was emotionally concerned for both sets wfjj qulgr(@ 3Ae&dIver of faith’ which the Holy Spirit activates. If
the disciples displayed a lack of understanding at what was going on {@a&%=h, o HlmiR§USnd faith which our Lord commends and to whi
directed the people to sit down in an orderly manner (6:39, 8:6), Jesus bleggegréhmdeed hefeseible; and in addition, the example of Jesus’ o
distributing it (6:41, 8:7), the crowd ate and were ‘satisfied’ (6:42, 8:8), apdsd @@rgqy]agyabout how we present ourselves to the worlc
dismissed the people (6:45, 8:9) before getting into a boat (6:46f. 8:10). Frasitadhispligme iSlives according to their need, so that they mic
no real reason for us to think that Jesus only ever did this miracle once. It {g@hawsddselyl thain. We are the agents of this ministry.

something like this miracle happened on a number of occasions in Jesys |§u ||| éH‘ﬁi ﬁﬁfffrom MarksGospeI but the passages mentio
Jesus undoubtedly healed and delivered far more people than is recor nd they summarise Jesus’ earthly ministry. They

Some of the details may have become mixed up in the oral re-telling of the rles b
has worked through everything that happened to bring both Mark and Ma &t({for use in groups)

of a pair of incidents which indicate God’s love for the whole world (see Matf. 140i86ufsy ih§our group whether you think that what is sai
feeding of the five thousand and 15:32f. for the feeding of the four thousand). Blegw steri€®sus’ ministry was to Jew and Gentile alike?
need to be interpreted in this light, and preferably with reference to each other! 2. Examine the scriptures mentioned in the last section of th

The story sequences around the feeding of the five and four thousand in Markthink these stories fit together. . _
The comments | now share come largely from the analysis of this subjedt fd8ifdight fedook for meaning in all the details of the stories

commentary by Dennis Nineham in the Penguin series. He suggest ig
‘feeding’ stories are recognised as ‘couplets’, then we can also see anotrpt tﬁjﬁgﬂghm
Mark’s Gospel involving the stories which follow the feeding of the four andTihe tixiukatay. asks us to consider the fact that the Gospel is for

challenge—yoursel-to—consider this in detail, take a newspaper fc
A B article in turn. Consider how the Gospel might make a differenc




