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with You: miraculous ministry of Jesus merely for the sake of our informati

i these things for the sake of publicity or personal acclamation.
Other Prayer Syggestlons meaning, and Mark’s reporting of what happened, roughly half wa
Weekly Theme: The Bible and the Church to change in order to focus upon this. In our reading today an

Pray about how the Bible is used in your church, for worship, for preachingerfor Mtrdytedisdus about how people responded to Jesus, al
teaching, for moral guidance etc. You may have concerns about any of thessorssepran ftirethiight of this, the Pharisees quest for a sign
leaders, preachers, teachers and pastors in your church and their use of tiygm&ibtedn (@eldiBr)smark the beginning of this search for meani
and in their ministry. Pray that the whole church might become more familiatoegm&adiseVdogdeat deal of thought for us to see that what Mark

. . logic of Jesus’ ministry. After a certain period of time performing
Medltatlon Jesus began to seek out people’s response to His ministry. He
Where is the heart, the will to live, towards the final show-down in Jerusalem, but how many peopl

To act and do, to decide to follow truth, doing through Him?
And pay the price for being called a Christian When the Pharisees asked for a sign, they rejected what they ha
A the name the world despises? Jesus’ ministry as inadequate proof that God was doing anything
Where is the stomach, the guts to feel, wanted clear and unequivocal confirmation from God that Jesus
To know His love and be loved by God; came to demand it immediately. Mark reports that Jesus was up
To accept the price of death and resurrection (which is the general meaning of the beginning of verses 12 in the
And lose all to win a far more glorious crown? refused to give any meaningful reply. When we examine later wt

Pharisees, we will discover that He did not even finish His senten:
was His rebuff to those who sought to test Him rather than take th
the fulfilment of Old Testament prophecy about the Messiah. He
left them (8:13) with their question.

The situation which developed with the disciples is plainly sad, and

Where is the wit, the mind and intellect

To search the faith and not be sure of facts

Unless they're tested through and through by life,
For truth will not be found in books but in the spirit?

Now, He will come, and when He comes, upset by their ignorance, coming so soon after the Pharisees’ de

He'll know what you have done with what you have. mind was on His ultimate destiny as we can see from His comme

He'll know your heart, and mind and feelings. the Pharisees and Herod’; for the Pharisees had already begun tc

Will He find faith and hope and love within all three? Herod had been responsible for the death of John the Baptist (6:14

. i see further than the details of the great events they had seel
Bible StUdy - Mark 8:11-21 connection between such wonderful works and the suffering or ¢

1 The Pharisees came and began to argue with Jesus, putting Hirmetatéddheedisbiples extensively (8:17-21) for their failure.

asking Him for a sign from heaven. 2 He sighed deeply from withig itiesytd, dowever, that Jesus had to shock the disciples by tl
said, ‘Why does this generat/on ask me for a sign? Amen, I tell yowoureasigeecianbeeading only a few verses further on in Mark’s
given this generation.’ > Then He left them again, got back into therdasadwayd fremthose critical moments in the ministry of Jesu

across to the other side. Jesus as ‘the Messiah’. Sometimes we need the Lord to speak str
4 Now, the disciples had forgotten to bring bread, and they only Juterare s 1 ike nature of His call upon our lives.
them in the boat. 1° '‘Be careful,’ Jesus warned them, 'watch out for the yeast of the Going Deeper

Pharisees and of Herod.’ 1 They discussed with each other wheth@/feitwilasdbedacisat each of these incidents in turn, and they
they had no bread; *” but Jesus was aware of this and said to thepowaviay sioey yotell through their details. Emotions were running
talking about having no bread? Do you not yet understand or conpkegemueryeauwhich largely report what He had to say, we see
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‘apocalyptic’, such as the breaking open of the heavens accompanied by repelaiahsudsherittisciples’ own preoccupation with food and breac
about in works typical of the day (we get a glimpse of this in the apocryphaleadegerbthadrisiiets full of leftovers from the miracles of the f
books of Jewish literature written just before the time of Christ, such as Zihdirasy. odtsofdhem the spiritual significance of what had happe
Jesus was concerned, He had already demonstrated in His life and ministry #ithpbeierowmweslesof He simply asked them how many baskets ful
God prophesied about the Messiah (e.g. Isaiah 35:5,6, 61:1,2 etc). The dPlaripeestheimmmy, (8:19,20) challenged them about whether tt
probably thought they had caught Jesus out. They were indeed trying to findlzesaynohawoéng. awae disciples gave no answer, and we can ass
with Jesus (see above) but on this occasion, they were trying to discredit Himwaheyniathjprotzdddyt what had happened. We now know that J
worked out that Jesus either could not, or would not respond to such a challenderstadceitherspiijual significance of His supplying the needs of
they would win. They were right; Jesus would not do their bidding, and thétiRhawsbes aral thellseven, see previous studies on 6:30-44 anc
have hoped that His authority in the eyes of the people would therefore be comprenisdésus’ concern was to goad the disciples into some degre

Jesus’ response to all this was remarkable; the Greek expression for ‘He sighed deeply’ uses Application

words which express emotional pain and anger (see also John 11:33). | lesUsHNEAJURER Pfirst of these incidents that there are times wh

specific and derogatory expression which would have been recognised i i @@/egpl‘) S€s by those who do not believe. Not every chi

who heard Him; He referred to the Pharisees as ‘this generation’ (8:12). This phir i ople will challenge Christian belief simply beca

the Old Testament as a way of talking about people when they were at the .

the story of Noah, God distinguished between the righteous Noah an W@
fa

2
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rebellious people of ‘this generation’ who would die in the flood (7:1); and ghg Bs SREXKS,

o

t?ave the gift to address this type of argument, a

: e semantic or philosophical puzzle. It may be
4§ \ﬁ,«ée i hilosophical le. | b
E t. At other times, people will ask us sincerely a

needing protection from ‘this generation’ forever (Psalm 12:7), Spoint, stuck in the material world and unable to ¢
disparagingly of the people of Israel in the wilderness as ‘that generation’ ( and us (as wére the disciples). It may be that we need
Then with the force of His characteristic and emphatic words ‘Amen, | telbaias héRid Deeledafdened!’ (8:17) before we accept that we must ¢
denied the Pharisees their sign. Other Gospel writers make more of thigiifgislenhs@Ratiogs of our actions and those of others, for example

Jesus as commenting abou_t _the_ ‘sigq of the prophet \_Jonah‘ (e.g. see Mait d2: 30800 by passage there is another point of interest for
reports Jesus as not even finishing His sentence! A literal reading of whg I iKto bear in mind what the Bible describes
J

8:12 says, is this; ‘if a sign were to be given to this generation ..."! This reags,g a5 rous events which point exclusively to the w
was up and off and getting in to the boat (8:13) at that very moment! Howegyer allHhis Was said o healing and deliverance, and all manner
in the form of a statement which implies a strong negative, hence the trﬂgflﬁ ?@s RIBBIAR to Jesus Christ. They are pérformed sometil
most Bibles ‘no sign will be given this generation’. Our glance at the ogg|; WFFO YChecessarily have'anything to do with the Lord.
shows us very clearly the disdain Jesus had for the Pharisees question. ., aive these miracles give testimony that it is Jesus Christ who h

The disciples fail to understand then they become signs which speak wonderfully of the grace of Gi
The whole story about the disciples’ misunderstanding arose from a trivi . h .

forgotten to bring bread, and we can easily understand why, when Jesus hgugggéﬁﬁ (ﬁfér use in groups)

company of the Pharisees in something of a hurry (8:13)! Jesus then made alcomieait ‘sifitsi do people seek today in order to believe in G
came from His own concerns about what had happened; He knew that the dnfluppgsisf theyour group what you would have felt like i
Pharisees was working secretly to spread doubt and unbelief amongst the people, grgigeee@iring this incident.

this had been the purpose of their latest challenge (8:11-13). Jesus knew that $he ‘ ‘
their plotting would be His death, just as the envy and corruption of Herod hag)re?l}ﬂewcﬁ?xl%ﬁ%gm do people ‘have eyes but do not see, and

death of John the Baptist. He therefore said ‘Be careful ... watch out D@l shi
Pharisees and of Herod.(8:15). The disciples were thinking about brq.ad, but Jesus . . .
ry 'the following ‘exercise either today or over a period of a wee

co.ncer.ned about the future of His m'”'SW and the Gospel. , have availa le. Make a list or keep a diary of the things that hapg
Itis a little hard for us to read the following verses (8:17-20) because it appﬁ,yqrt%tg 8BYS about a dozen key events. Then take time 1
ta tha ... . . .. A .. .
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